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I 


A PROJECT of a Colleétion of 


the Laws made by Chriftian and 
Heathen Nations again{t Immo- 
rality and Profanenefs, 


UUM, non obftante Morum ilia 
Pravitate Epidemica, qux jampri- 
dem Orbem Chriftianum mifere 

invafit, Virtuts Patrocinium, Impietati & 
Exceffibus Flagellum nullibi denegavit L E. 
GUM Sacra Auétoritas ; nec immerito 

uidem, cum Reipublice Paci nil magis 
Exitio foret, Valetudini Civium & Opibus, 
Solatio & EvreStadomeftice nihil adverfum 
magis aut infelicius reperiri poflet, quam 
Legibus foluta & effrenata Vitia; non 
aliud qno infenfior redditur Deus Opt, 
Max. quem Imperio & Civitati fux ha- 
bere propitium fuper omnia conftat Prin. 
cipum intereffe : Cum profane igitur, -éri- 
ofts, libidinofis, ceterifque his fimilibus, non 
folum Ecclefie Canones ad@riantur, fed & 
Mulétas quafdam, vel Poenas ex inftituto 
alias Prudentia Civils Conftitutiones irro- 
gant, de Gratia Dei merenda & de Salute 


‘ Subditorum, ut decebart, follicite ; Cordi 


fore bonis omnibus fperamus Confilium 
noftrum, Sermone Latino exhibendi 


Comus Leguut de Doztbus 


reformanbis, 
(Two Sheets, Price 6 d.) 
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** Ex Conftitutionibus Imperatorum, De- 

** cretis Conciliorum & Pontificum, E- 

** di&is Regum, & Gentium omnium in 
Europa Statutis hodie receptis, Roma- 
norum etiam Gracorumque & Vete. 
rum aliorum confultis, excerptum ; 
& Gloffis, feu Commentariis brevibus 
illuftratum. 


“ Has Leges tantum volumus, quze Adul- 
teria, Scortatus, Stupra, re maln annua, 
Ebrictatem, Bla{phemias, Execrationes, Pere 
juria, Cultus Divini, & Diei Dominic: Con- 
temptum, Alearum Lufus, Ducla, Hiftrionum 
turpia © profana, Mendicantium Otia Co Im- 
probitatem cCoercent. 


“* Propofitum hujus Operis eft, 


I. Demonftrare omnia. Sxcula, Populof 
** que omnes, (Ethnuicos etiam ornatiores, 
prefcribente Natura,)Religione & Con- 
tuetudinibus gquomodocunque diverfos, 
in hoc unanimiter confenfille, quod Le- 
** gum Humanarum & Magiftratuum in- 
“* cerfit, ut vel cuncta, vel quamplurima 
vitiorum predittorum poenis quodam- 
modo fupprimerentur. 
I]. Magiftratus (quibus Cura Morum Po. 
** pularium divinitus eft commiila ) ubi- 
** que Gentium excitare, ne tot & tam 
‘* prudentes Conftitutiones dormire ulte- 
rius paterentur; fed ut bene & fideliter 
*“* Leges patrias adminiftrando, Terror 
** fins 
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‘ Gar revera malis, nec Vitiorum mani- 
 felta Viluvies Nomini Chriftiano diutius 
“ fic dedecort., 

III. Halce etiam Leges conferendo, (quod 
“ munus critCommentarii,) Defe tus quof- 
“fiber vel Excellentias, pro Captu meo, 
“ notare, uc unagueque Gens Conftiruti- 
“ ones fuasin his Rebus Vicinorum Ex- 
“ emplo reddat perfectiores. © 

Qno completius igitur & magis abfolutum 
«hoc Opus evadat, a Jurifperitis & Theo. 
** Jogis doctiffimis, aliiigue Literatis, qui- 
‘+ bus fufcepto favere videbitur, fubmiile 
** expetimus, ut non folum Libros illos 
“« indicarent qui Jus Civile & Canonicum 
“ melius interpretantur, fed & illos po- 
‘‘ciffimum gui Conflicutiones fpeciales, 
* hoc ipfo tempore Vigentes, in Succia, 
“ Dania, Norwegia, Ruffis, Polonia, Lithua- 
‘* nia, Hungaria, Bohemia, Aaftria, Ele&o- 
“ ratibys & Principatibus fingulis Germa- 
“ nie, Italie variis partibus, Hifpania, Lu 
“ fitania, Gallia; Rebufpublicis Helvetsce, 
“ Rheticu, Veneta, Belgica & Genevenf, 
‘* Flandria provinciis, O’c. exhibenr, ut ex 
“ jis quecunque ad corrigendos Mores fa- 
‘* cjunt, f-ligam. Rogamus etiam, fint 
“ modo iftiufmodi Leges vel Confuetudi- 
“ nes apud Civitates Anfeaticas Germania, 
“ vel alibi,quz nondum in Codices relatx 
** funt, aut Cypis Tradite, ( & quicquid 
“ aliud ad noftra hec ceepta utile & ob. 
“ fervatu dignum occurrat,) ut deferiptas 
“ mihi habere, & tranfmitcere dignaren- 
“tur. 


Lincolnie in ANGLIA dabam 
Prid. Kal. Sept. 1713. 
JOHANNES DISNEY. 


. 


I EIAVE been enabled to give a further 
Account of the Author’s Method in this 
ColleQion, and to fhew what Progiefs he 
as already made in it. 


{ Te deligns to prefix to his Work a ge- 


neal Wifisrtation upon the Power of the 
Chuich, aad of the Civil Magiftrate, for the 
Supprethon of Vice. tie will endeavour to 
prove in that Dilertation, the Neceffiry and 
Oohigition of Exercifing this Power; and 


that the Tiappinels of the Society, and the 


Credit of Kelgion, do very muci? depend 
upon It. 


In the Work it felf, the Author intends 
to make a diftin& Book or Sc&tion for each 
Vice, fuch as Lewdnefs, (with its fevera] 
Species confidered by themlelves under that 
general Head, ) Blafphemy, Drunkennefs, &c, 
A Preliminary Difcourfe will be inferred ar 
the Beginning of thofe general Heads, Books 
or Seftions, to reprefent the mifchievous 
Nature of each Vice, and the ill Effe&s of 
it, both with refpect tothe publick and ¢o 
private Families, and the Offence it gives to 
God. Befides, each Preliminary Ditcourft 
will contain the plain Texts of Scripture 
againft each Vice, Ge. 

‘Tis probable the Author will make the 
Mofaical Laws, or the Reman Civil Law, the 
Foundation of his Work, and reduce to thofe 
Laws all the other Conftitutions, Ancient 
and Modern, Heathen or Chriitian, that he 
can meet with; but more efpscially thofe 
that are now in force in all Parts of Europe, 
for Suppreffing each Vice treated of in this 
Collection. ‘The Author will fhew by the 
way how all Nations, in all Ages, and not. 
withftanding their different Religions, have 
acknowledged that moft of thofe Vices de- 
ferved the Care and Notice of Authority to 
fupprefs them. The Glofs will confider the 
particular Conveniences or Inconveniences 
of the moft noted Laws, and give a Hint to 
the Legiflative Powers, how their own Con- 
ftitutions in this Matter may be improved 
by thofe of their Neighbours. But perhaps 
the Author will be fhort upon this Head ; 
and ‘tis not improbable, that at the End of 
each Book he will draw up, out of the Laws 
contained in it, a Scheme of a Conftitution, 
that may feem to take in che wiftft and moft 
effe€tual Methods from them all, referring ic 
with all Submiffion to the Judgment of the 
Powers concerned. 

At the End of the whole, Mr. Difney de- 
figns to inferMa Gloflary of the Terms of 
Law, (efpecially Gothic, Salic, and the like.) 
which are obfcure; and if he can get a fuffi- 
cient Affiftance from learned Men, he will 
alfo publifh a Reduftion of the Ancient 
Coins. or Sums of Money, ( mentioned in 
pecuniary Penalties, ) to the prefent Scan 
dard, that we may know of what Value fuch 
a Puoifhment was, when fuch a Law wis 
made and executed. The whole Work will 
be attended with proper Indexes. I mutt 
add, chat the Author referves to himitelr » 

Powe: 
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Power of Altering his Method, according as 
he may be advifed. 

HI. Astothe Progrefs, which the Author 
has already made in this Work ; his Colleéi- 
on of the Athenian, Spartan, Egyptian, Cres 
tan, Platonic Laws, Gc. is pretty complear. 
However, he is very willing to have further 
loformation about that Pare of his Perfor- 
mance. He is alfo gone through the Civil 
and Canon Law, upon all thofe Heads that he 
isto treat of; and he has confulred the Ex- 
plications of Briffonius, Clarus, Menechius, Co- 
varruvias, Gothofredus, the Ccmmon Ghffes, 
Cujaciza, and fome Others. Befides, he is 
gone through the 7eodefan Code, Labbe's E- 
cition of the Counci/s, Cherubinas’s Bullarium 
Romanum, Hero/du’s Edition of the Gorhic, 
Salic, Burgundian, Saxon, and Loméard Laws ; 
but he defigns to compare him with Linden- 
bregiuss Vhe Author has almoft compleated 
the Ancient and Modern Englifh and Scotifh 
Laws, (Ecclefiattical, Common, and Ststute,) 
upon the fame Subject. But he has nor yee 
collected thofe of other Nations, and will be 
glad of further Inftruction therein. 

Mr. Difacy will take care to tranfcribe 
and engrots all his Colletions fo fair, and 
in fuch a Method, that if he fhould die be- 
fore he can finifh fuch a laborious Work, 
they will be ufeful to thofe who fhall be dif- 
pofed to go on with it ; and to that End, he 
has in his Will ordered all his Papers to be 
put into the Hands of proper Truftees, who 
imay find out fome body that will bring the 
Work to its due Perfe&tion. ; 





if. 


THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE of 


the moj? holy and undivided TRINI- 
TY, vindicated from the Mifinterpre- 
tations of Dr. CLARKE. To which 
as prefixed a Letter to the Reverend 
Dector, by ROBERT. NELSON, 
E/9; London : Printed for Richard 
Smith at Bifhop Beveridge’s Head in 
Pater-Nofter-Row. MDCCXIV. 
in 8vo. Pazg.27. and 139, 


'¥ any one fhould think that a@ religions 
Zeal is inconfiltent with Moderation , he 
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mighe be referred tothe Letter prefixed ta 
this Work. Here is a Gentleman, no lefs 
eminent for his Zeal, than for his Learning 
and great Abilities, who declares, that 
‘ it is much to be wifhed that the Spirit of 

Meeknefs and Chriftianity did more univer- 

fally influence the Management of al! our 
- Difputes both religious and civil ; which 

(continues he) I conceive may be very con- 

fitent with an holy and humble Zeal for 
*€ God's Glory and the Defence of the Chri- 
ftian Religion ; and with an earneft Cen- 
tention for all the great Truths thereof, 
by the Word of God, and the Teftimony 
of his Saints, even fuch as were the 
greateft Lights of the Church in the ear- 
lieft and pureft Ages of it’. flow comes 
itthat this Zealous Authorexprefles fo great 
a Value for Moderation >? How comes it 
that his Lerrer is a perfect Model of Polite- 
nefS in Point of Controverfy ? Doubrtlefs it 
is becaufe he has a great Senie of €hrittiani- 
ty. 

Me Far be ie from me, (jays Mr. Nelfon to 
*€ Dr. Clarke,) to derogate in the leaft from 
“any Service you may have formerly done 
to the Caufe of Religion, whether natural 
or revealed; orto leflen any Pare of thole 
folid Merits, which are and muft be con- 
fefled to be in you, even by thofe who 
are otherwife very different from you: IT 
mean efpecially as touching thw deep Ar- 
ticle, which will for ever continue to puzzle all 
‘© the Difputers of this World’. This is an 
ingenious and polite way of fetting off the 
Merit of an Adverfary. I have taken che 
Liberty to print in a different Charatter the 
Jaft Words of this Paffage , becaufe they ap. 
pear to me remarkable. Mr. Nelfon, like 
another Melanchthon %, forefees that the Do- 
&rine of the Holy Trinity will for ever oc- 
cafion great and perplexing Difputes, be- 
caufe itis a deep Article. 

I proceed tothe Book it felf. Mr. Ne/fox 
fays, it contains fome uncommon Remarks, 
and that it has been written by a Layman of 
great Learning and Modefty, whocould not 
be prevailed upon to put his Name to it. 
The Readers will immediately perceive ia 
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% See a Paffage of that Famous Divine, 
which I have quoted in my firft Letter concerning 
Michael] Servetus, Vol. 1. Namo. LAXXVIIIL. 
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that Work the fsme Spirit of Mecknefs and 
Chriftianity cbfervable in che Letter." There 
“are ( {ays Mr. Nelfon) about Forty Texts, 
‘ upon which the main Screfs of your Thee 
“ ory depends, that are here examined; and 
being cried according to the Catholick Ex- 
** pofition, are vindicated for the Church by 
* an able Scripturift, Oe”. The Author 1s 
fhort and concile ; and his Explications are 
generally atrended with fome Paflages out of 
the ancient Fathers. 

To give a Specimen of his Performance, 
{ fall anfere here what he fays upon thefe 
Words, John V. 18. Therefore the Jews thought 
the more to kill him, becaufe he not only had bro- 
ken the Sabbath, 6ut [aid alfo that God was his 
Father, making himfelf equal with God. 
“ ‘The Premife (fays the Author ) from 
whence the Jews made this Inference, that 
** Chrift called God his proper Father, and in 
‘* fo doing,made himfelf equal with God, is 
‘“ his Saying in the preceding Verfe, My 
“ Father worketh hitherto, and I work ; which 
‘© if je meant no more, thanthat the Power 
“ of God wrought in Chrift, as in a great 
‘* Prophet, could have given as little Occa- 
fion forfuch an Inference to be made by 
the Fows, in relation to Chrift, as it would 
have done in refpect of Mofes, or of any 
other Prophet , that wrought Wonders 
‘‘ by a divine Power. The Jews therefore, 
who drew the Inference, muft have look- 
- ed upon the Premife, as ipoken in a Senfe 
‘“¢ which attributed more to the Perfon 
fpeaking, than ever any Prophet or Man 
could claim; and which could bear the 
Conclufion, they readily drew from ir, 
and charged him with, of making himfclf 
cqual with God the Father: They mutt 
have had fome Reafon alfo for underftand- 
ing the Premife in fo exalted a Senfe, as 
would infer their Conclufion; that is, 
‘ they muft have had a Notion that there 
was a certain Perfon fo clofely united to 
the Great God in a!l his Operations. as that 
he never ated without that Perfon, nor 
that Perfon ever without God ; and that 
the Perfon, fo co-operating with the Great 
God, was his proper Son, and the Great 
God his proper Father, and chat on this 
Account tle was equal with the Father ; 
and that Jefus Chriit ufing the Expreffion, 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work, that 
properly belonged to the divine Perfon 
‘ working with cthe Father, made hinfelf 
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the Son equal with the Father: For ex- 
cept all this be fuppofed to have been 
known to them, it is difficult to account 
how fo extraordinary a Conclufion could 
be drawa from a Premife, that was other- 
wife capable of a lower Interpretation. 
Now it iscertain, that the Zews, if they 
underftood the meaning of their own 
Scriptures, muft have known chat there 
was a divine Perfon fubfifting wich the 
Father, and operating with him from the 
beginning of the World, which is called 
Wifdom, as isevident from Prov. IX. 22, 
27, 30. The Lord poffiffcd me in the begin- 
ning of hisWays, before the Works of old — 
Whin he preparcd the Heavens, 1 was there 
then I was by kim, as one brought 
up with him, &c. The Lord by Wifadom hath 
founded the Earth. Prov. 1.19 and made 
the Heavens: Pf, CXXXVI. ¢. and that 
this divine Perfon was brought forth, or 
begotten: When there were no Depths, Iwas 
brought forth Before the Hills was 
I broughe forth, ywve we, Sept. Prov. VIII. 
24, 25. And by confequence that this 
divine Perfon muft be the on/y begotten be- 
fore the World , forafmuch as the divine 
Scriptures mention no other Begotten of 
the Father before the World, but this di- 
vine Perfon, which has this Title given 
it, Wifd. VIL. 22. For Wifdim, which 1s the 
worker of all Things, tauzht me: For in her 
is an underflanding Spirit, holy, Only begotten 
(uovoyses.) They muft alfo have known 
that God had a Sen, which is his (God’s) 
Name: Ana what is his Son's Name ? Pre 
XXX. 4, and that this Son is the fan 
with Wifdom, or the Only bezorten ; othe: 
wile M4 ifdom could not be the Only begottes, 
if there be a Son begotten different front, 
Wifdom ; and according to this Doétrine§ 
John calls the Son, the Only begotten ~ 
6 wovozeriis vids, Ch. 1. v. 08. If then, 
fay, the Fews could not have been igno- 
rant of thefe great Truths, upon the Sup- 
pofition of their Knowledge of the Scri- 
ptures, and this Knowledge ought to be 
fuppofed, till the contrary be made to ap- 
pear ; that is, if they knew chat there 
was a divine Perfon operating with the 
Father, from the beginning of the World ; 
and that this divine Perfon was the Only be~ 








gotten Son, it is no wonder that they un- 


derftood thefe Words, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work, {poken by our Savi- 
“ our, 
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“ our, to beatakingto himfelf the Chara- 
&er of Son of God, who wrought with 
‘© the Father in the Creation of the World, 
and operates with him in preferving and 
governing it; and by confequence to be 
an afferting God to be his proper Father, 
** as Only begotten ; and himfelt equal to him, 
‘* as the proper Son of a proper Father”. 

At the End of this Explication the Author 
quotes Tertudian and Novatian. Tertulian 
fays of the Father, “ that he made the Word 
‘* Equal to bimfelf, ever fince he proceeded 
“ from him, and became his Son” adv, Prax. 
eo J. 

Novatian fays, ‘‘ Whofe (the Son’s) God. 
“ head is taught us in fuch manner, as that 
** none may think that two Gods are intro- 
** duced, either by a difference or incquality 
“* inthe Godhead.” De Trin c. 31. 

“ That is, (fays our Author,) the Divinity 
“ of the Son was taught to be ike to, and 
“ equal to that of the Father; becaufe other. 
“ wile, if it were unlike, and uncqual, their 
‘* Natures muft be different, and Father and 
** Son be diftin& Gods”. This Specimen is, 
I think, fufficiene to enable the Readers to 
judge of the Author’s Performance. 

I have lately read a Book written by Dr. 
Clarke in anfwerto Dr. Wells, wherein he 
fays, that before Dr. Hells publifhed his Re- 
marks, nothing came out but Pamphlets fet 
forth by unintelligeble Writers. Dr. Clarke 
adds that fome other Books have been printed 
not againft his Argument, but againft him. 
The Book of which I have juft now given 
an Account, is neither unintelligible , nor 
written againft his Perfon ; and therefore 
I make no doubt bur Dr. Clarke will (ace 
cording to Mr. Ne//on’s Defire) make a Re- 
ply to this polite and moderate Anonymous 
Author. 





Ut. 


THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES tran- 
flated from the beft Greck Copies, ana 
compared with the Sacred Prophecies, 
e(pecially with Daniel and the Reve- 
lations, and with fo much Hiftory 
as plainly fhews, that many of the 
SIBYLS Preditiions are exaly ful- 


filed, With Anjwers to the Objeéti- 
ons uluilly made againft them. By 
Sir JOHN FLOYER, Knight. 
London, printed by R. Bruges, for 
J. Nicholfon, at the King’s-Arms 
in Little- Britain. M DCC XML... 
in SVO. page. 336. 


G! R John Fioyer has taken no fmall Pains 
J to revive the Credit of the Sibyllime Ora- 
cles, though they are generally exploded by 
the modern Criticks. “ When the Chalde- 
“ans, fays he, Agyptians , and Greeks had 
‘* corrupted the Noachic Traditions of Re- 
“ ligion , by applying their Sacrifices and 
* Prayers to the Sun, Moon, and Heroes, 
‘‘ which were appointed for God's Service, 
‘* it pleafed God to infpire the Sibyls, that 
“ they might reftore che crue ancient Wor- 
*“ fhip to God alone, and correét all the Er- 
“rors from the old moral Precepts by thefe 
Oracles. The Jewrfh Men-Prophets, near 
the fame time, reformed the Corruptions 
which Idolatry had introduced among 
them ; but Women-Prophetefles were 
fent to the Gentiles, becaufe they ufed Wo- 
“ menin thei Heathen Oracles ; and they 
* could be leaft fufpe&ted by them for fet- 
“ ting up for any new Sest in Philofophy, 
“ or Religion. 

“In thefe Oracles ( continues Sir Johia 
‘ Floyer ) we have a clear Proof of the 
“ Chriftian Religion ; and both the Greck 
“and Latin Fathers, in all their Difputes 
** with the Genziles, and their Apologies for 
“ the Chriftian Religion foc Pour hundred 
* Years, quoted theft Oracles ; theretore I 
“* think the Critics have unjuftly reje&ed 
* them inthis Age. Since we believe the 
*‘ fame Fathers Teftimony concerning the 
“ Canon of Scripture, we cannot disbelieve 
“them, whea they unanimoufly fay, thae 
“ thefe Oracles had a divine Infpiration ; 
*‘and fince they particulasly cefcribed the 
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“« Changes in the Roman Empire, they could. 


“not omit the coming of Chrift, and the 
** Changes his Doctrine made in their idola- 
* crous Worfhip. But I will give this far- 
“ ther Reafon of my good Opinion of theté 
“ Oracles; the fame Hiftory will interpret 
** both the Oracles and Revelations , for they 
“ plainly relate thofe Things which Sc. 
“ Fobn exprefled in prophetic Figures. This 
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“ the old Key the Fathers ufed, by which 
“ they interpreted the Revelations , as far as 
‘ they could carry it; bue fince their time 
“ ntichrift is come in the Eaf, and the 
“ Chriftian Church is corrupted in the Weft, 
“ and both thefe will have their Falls in that 
‘© manner as 18 defcribed in thefe Oracles ; 
“ and this is che Subject of them, which has 
“ hitherto not been underftood ’’. 

Afterwards Sir John Floyer fhews how he 
‘was led into the Scudy of Prophefies. “ I 
‘* had long confidered ( fays he ) the Chinefe 
Symbols, by which their Obfervations on 
the Pulfes are reprefented ; and this difpo- 
fed my Thoughts to an eafy Apprehention 
of the Symbols ufed in the Revelations 
and old Prophets ; and when I had compa. 
‘ red St. John’s Symbols with the civil Hi- 
ftory of the Romans, and that of the 
“ Church, I found thofe Events which the 
Vifionsreprefented ; and after I had com- 
pared the fame Hiftory with thefe Ora- 
cles, that gave me atrue Notion of them. 
And the Agreement of both the Revelas 
tions and Orasles in the fame Hiftory,prove, 
that Tam not miftaken in my Interpreta- 
tion of them. But, without the Help of 
thefe Oracles, we cannot fo certainly find 
the Hiftories which we muft apply to the 
Predictions inthe Revelations ; and all In- 
terpretations of the Revelations that are 
made without the Help of thefe Oracles, 
will be but uncertain Conjeétures. Since 
both the Revelations and thefe Oracles came 
* by the Infpiration of the fame Spirit, they 
“ were defigned to explain one another ; 
and they muft needs agree, becaufe both 
** weretoreprefent theCivil andEcclefiaftical 
** State of the Roman Empire, which muft 
“ end in the Kingdom of Saints in the Mil- 
‘© Tennium ”. 

This long Paffage is taken from Sir John 
Floyer’s Dedicaiion to the Lord Bifhop of 
Litchficld and Coventry. He fays at the End 
of his Dedication, that *‘ fince the Refor- 
** mation is foretold in thefe Prophecies (the 
Sibylline Orac'es,) all Proteftants ought to 
endeavour to vindicate the Credit of the.n, 
** and to adhere to the Doftrine of the Re. 
‘* formed Churches , here approved of by a 
“ prophetic Spirit ”. 

In his Preface, he makes fome Obfervations 
concerning the Number of the Sibyls, the 
Time they lived in, and the Burning and 
ColleCtion of the Sisylline Oracles. In the 
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next Place, he undertakes to prove from an- 
cient Teftimonies that there were many in- 
fpired Women among the Gentiles, After. 
wards Sir John Floyer lays , that the Sidyliine 
Oracles were delivered in fome Eaffern Lan. 
guages, and then tranflated into Greek. He 
adds, that the Tranflator has taken a prodi- 
gious Liberty in his Verfion , and that there 
are init a great many Ficlions. “* The Gre- 
** cian Poet (fayshe) who tranflated the O- 
‘* racles, did not alter the Subject of the 
“ Prophecies , but took the Liberty to uie 
“ the more modern Names, Phrafes, and C. 
‘* pinions; As for Inftance, Noz) tells the 
“People in his Time, that they fhould 
“Jaugh the Sardoniar Laughter; and there 
“is a proverbial Phrafe, Ne Camarinam agits, 
‘* in Book 3, all which rofe inthe Woridin 
“Jater times than the Sibyls lived. Vhe 
“Poet ufes many FiGtions, as that of the 
** Sibyl’s being in the Ark, and her Joy after 
‘the Flood, The Sibyl is repreiented as 
““feeing the laft Ages at the Deftru@ion of 
“‘ the World ; the Gonftellations, as fighting 
‘* with one another. Thefe are plainly poe. 
“* tical Fictions, as well as the Difcourfe of 
“ God to Noah, and his Difcourfe with the 
“ People. Befides, the Obfervations of the 
“* numeral Letters in divers Names are only 
‘the Poet’s {porting with Numbers, and 
‘‘the Derivations of Names are only his 
“ Fancy”. Such is Sir John Fiiyer's Method 
of vindicating the Sibylline Oracles. 

Next tothe Tranflation of thofe Oracles, 
interfperfed with feveral Obfervations of Sir 
Fohn Floyer,the Readers will find, 1. 4 Come 
parifon between the Revelations aud the Sybil- 
line Oracles. 2. Several Coeéctions from the 
Fathers concerning the Return of the Jews, and 
concerning Antichrift and the Millennium, 
which they borrowed from thefe Oracles. 3. An 
Anfwer to feveral Objefions againft the Sybile 
line Oracles, 4. Another Piece entituled, 
Annals of the Saracens and Turks. 5. 4n Exe 
pofition of the XI, and XII. Chapters cf Daniel. 
6. A Comparifon cf the ancient Prophets with 
the Sibylline Oracles. 7. The Deftruction of 
Antichrift, that is, of the Ortoman Empire , 
and the Converfion of theJews. 8. A Deferipti- 
on of the Millennium. 9. An Appendix. 
I would advife the Curious, who never read 
the SibyZine Oracles, to provide themfelves 
with this Book, that they may have a Notion 
of thofe famous Oracles, 
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A Paffage Of Scaliger occurs to my Mind, 
with waich I fhall conclude this Article. 
That Paffage runs thus : 

“ What fhall I fay of the Spurious Siay/- 
* Dine Oracles, which the Chriftians objected 
** againit the Heathens, though they had 
‘ been forged by the Chriftians, and were 
*‘ not to be found in the Libraries of the 
“ Heathens? Did the Word of God appear 
© tothem fo ineffectual, chat they believed 
‘« the Kingdom of Chrift could not be pro- 
“ moted without Lies? Would to God they 
had been the firt Liars!) Quid + Pfeuds- 
Sibydina Oracula, que Chriffian: Gentibus ob. 
jiciebant, quum tamen 2 Chriftianorum officina 
prodiiffcat, in Gentium autem Bibliothecw non 
reperirentur 2? Adeo verbum Dei inefficax effe 
cenfaerunt, ut regnum Chriffi fine mendaciu 
promoveri poffe diffiderent. Atque utinam ili 
primi mentiri cepiffent. 





4 Fof. Scalig. Ep. CXV. (If. Cafaubone) pag. 
33, 304. Lugd. Bat. 1627. 





IV. 


AN INTRODUCTION co the 
Third Volume of the Hiftory of 
the Reformation of the Church of 
England. By the Right Reverend 
Tarher in God, GILBERT, Lord 
Bifhop of Sarum. Londow: Printed 
for ve Churchill, atthe Black Swan 
in Pater-Noffer-Row. MDCCXIV. 
in 8vo. pagg. 72. 


Te E Church of Rome, far from thinking 
of Reforming her felf, is continually 
watching every Opportunity, and leaves no. 
thing unatrempted, to deftroy the great and 
wonderful! Work of che Reformation. All 
tie Proteltant Churches, both at Hiome and 
Abroad, orghe therefore to fiand upon their 
Guard : and inftéad of Quarrelling among 
themfelves, join all their Forces, and a& in 
Cencere egaimft the Common Enemy. Icis 
alto the Duacy of every Proteftant, as much 
asin him fies, to promote and vindicate our 
Reformed Carifianity, Among thofe who 
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have undertaken to do it, Dr. Burnet, now 
Lord Bifhop of Salisbury, has Eminently di- 
ftinguifhed himifelf. When Sanders’s Hiftory 
of the Schifm ef England came out in France, 
it had a very ill Effect in that Country; and 
fome of our Divines were often defired to 
publifh with all poffible Diligence an An- 
{wer to that pernicious Book. Thofe Di- 
vines being fenfible of the great Capacity ot 
Dr. Burnet, pitched upon him as a Man tho- 
roughly qualified to go abour fich an im- 
portant Work, The Lord Bithop of orce- 
fier is the only Perfon now alive, who was 
concerned in the Choice. That Prelate ha- 
ving read all che printed Books relating to 
the Reformation of England, that he could 
get, took care to extract out of them the 
Dates of every remarkable Tranfattion, and 
had chem tranfcribed for the Ufe of Dr. Bar- 
net, who immediately made it his Butinefs co 
fearch all the publick Offices in London with 
great Labour and Induftry. Afterwards he bad 
recourle to the rich Treafures of the Corton- 
Library ; but he found it very difficult to 
have the free Ufe of that Library, for fome 
Reafons which may be feen in the Author's 
Book. fowever, he made fuch confiderable 
Collections there, that the prefene Bifhop of 
Worcefter, Dr. Tidotfon, and De. Stidingfleet 
thought he was fufficiently furnifhed with 
Materials to compofe the Firft Volume of 
the Hiftory of the Reformation of England. 
Every Part of it was communicated tothem: 
and the Author fubmitted to their Judgmenc 
in every thing. 

That Volume was not fent to the Prefs, 
till a Year after it was written; and every 
body had the Liberry to read and cor. 
rect ic. TheKarl of Nottingham, Lord Chan. 
cellor, having read it, added to it many Re- 
marks ; in all which the Author fubmitced 
to his Cenfure. When that Book came our, 
it met witha favourable Reception: Or. Bure 
net had the Thanks of both Houtes of Par. 
Jiament for it,and was defired to go on with 
his Work. Befides, all thofe who knew that 
he had made confiderable Difcoveries with 
relation to Queen Mary's Reign, urged him 
to Publith the Second Volume with all pol- 
fible Diligence. Hie was then freely adin’- 
ted into the Coston-Library, and enabled re 
put out that Volume. “Chus the Two Vo- 
lumes of the Hifltory of the Reformation of 
England were publifhed, and. generally zap- 
breve. 
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Proved both at Home and Abroad; and they 
have been Tranilated into Four Languages. 
The Author takes notice of fome fewBooks 
written againit that W ork. | 

My Lord Bifhop of Salubury defigns to 
publith a Third Volume, in which he will 
infert many new Wifcoveries, and feveral 
Corre@ions upon the ‘Two firft Volumes. 
He informs us chat he has had the perufal of 
the original Council-Bock tom the beginning 
of Queen Mary's Reiga to the laft Day of 
the Year tss7. That Book contains many 
remarkable Chings, and is fufficient to give 
a true Notion of the cruel Spirit of Popery. 
Queen Mary “ believed her felf wich Child; 
‘and when the time came in which the ex- 
‘* pected co be delivered, fhe continued look- 
“ang for it every Day above a Month. 
* Then a Conceit was put in her Head, that 
“fhe could not bear her Child , as long as 
“ there was an Heretick left in the King- 
“* dom. 

“Te wasa great Part of the Bufinefs of the 
** Council to quicken the Perfecution every 
‘‘ where. Lerrers were writto the Men of 
‘** Quality in the feveral Counties , to affift 
“ acche Execution of thofe who fuffered for 
“ Herefy, and co call on all their Friends to 
“atcend onthem. Letters of Thanks were 
‘‘ writ to fuch officious Perfons, as exprefled 
* their Zeal, ordering them to commit all 
‘to Prifon, who came not to the Service, 
** and to keep them in Prifon till the Com- 
“ fore of their Amendment appeared. Di- 
** rections were given to put fuchas would 
“* not difcover others, to the Torture. T hanks 
“were in a particular Stile fent to fome 
** Gentlemen,who (as it is expreffed) came fo 
‘' honeftly and of them{clves to affift the Sheriffs 
*‘ at thofe Executions. Pretences of Confpi- 
‘‘ racies were every where in Examination : 
** Many were committed and tried for 
““ Words. Letters were writ to Corporati- 
“ons about the Ele&tions of Mayors : and 
“the Lords had many Letters to look 
“carefully co the Elections of Varliamenc 
** Men, and to engage the Ele&tors to referve 
“* their Voices for fuch as they fhould name. 
“ Sheriffs began to grow backward , and to 
“delay Executions, in Hopes of reclaiming 
** Perfons fo condemned; but they were or- 
‘* dered to do fo no more. 

‘ Letters were on one Day wrote to the 
“ Sheriffs of Kent, Effex, Suffolk, and Staf- 
** fordfbire, and to {everal Mayors, to fignity 
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** what had moved them to ftay the Execut:- 
“ on of fuch Perfons as had been delivercd 
“ co them by the Ordinaries,being condemn- 
** ed for Herefy. One Letter of a more fin- 
gular Strain was wrote t to the Lord Mayor 
“ andthe Sheriffs of London,to give fubftantial 
“ Orders (I give the Words in che Council- 
Book ) That when any obftinate Man, con- 
demned by the Order of the Law, fhall be de- 
livered to be punifhcd for Herefy, there be a 
00d Number of Officers and other Men appoint 
ed to be at the Execution ; who may be charged 
to fee fuch as [hall mifufe themfclves, either by 
comforting, aiding, or praifing the Offznders, 
or otherwife ufe themfelves to the i Example 
of others, £0 be apprehended and committed to 
Ward; and befides,to give Commandment that 
no Houfholder fuffer any of bis Apprentices, or 
other Servants, to be abroad, other than Juch 
as their Mafters will an{wer for; and that this 
Order be always obferved in like Cafes hereafter. 
Such pains were taken to extinguifh al! 
the Impreffions of Humanity, or at leaft 
to punifh every Expreffion of it ; and this 
was fo conftantly purfued, that three Men 
and two Women were burnt at Canterbury 
* onthe roth of November, a Week before 
her ( Queen Mary’s) Death, for fhe died on 
“ che 17th”, 

The Author fays that the Spirit of Popery 
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as the fame ftill; and that if the Church of 


Rome had the fame Power in England and o- 
ther Proteftant Countries, as She had in thofe 
Times, She would Exercife the fame Cruel- 
ties. Iam altogether of his Lordthip’s Opi- 
nion; and if there are now fome Popith 
Countries, wherein Hereticks are not com- 
mitted cto the Flames, ‘tis becaufe the Refor- 
mation is,and has been fora long time fettled 
in a great Part of Europe. Butif the Reformati- 
on was deftroyed every where, an Heretick 
could expeé no Quarter from a Church, that 
pretends to Infallibrlity. 
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V. 

LEXICON PHILOSOPHICUM 
fecundis curis STEPHANI 
CHAU VINI Philofophiz Pro- 

fefforis, 
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fefforis, & Regiz Scientiarum So- 
cietatis apud Berolinenfes Socii, 
ita tum recognitum & caftigacum, 
tim varie variis in locis iffuftra- 
tum, tum paflim quammultis ac- 
ceffionibus au@tum & locupleta- 
tum, ut denuo quafi novum Opus 
in lucem prodeat. Tabule novas 
aliquot exhibent Figuras, & qui- 
bus in locis explicentur fingule, 
indicatur. Leovardix , Excudie 
Francifcus Halma, Ordinum Fri- 
fie Typographus Ordinarius. 
MDCCXIILI. 


That is, A PHILOSOPHICAL 
DICTIONARY, revifed , corrected , 
and very much cnlarged, By STE- 
PHEN CHAUVIN, Profeffor of 
Philofophy, and Fellow ofs the Royal 
Society of Sciences at Berlin. Leu- 
warden. MDCCXIII. ix Folio, 
Pagg. 719. Befides Thirty Copper- 
Plates at the End of the Volume. 
Sold by J. Moetjens and M.C. Le 
Cene at the Sign of Horace, the 
Corner of Beaufort-Buildings, in the 
Strand. 


VW E live in an Age wherein DiStiona- 
ries of all Sorts are very much in 
Vogue ; and I fhall quickly mention Four 
Diétionaries written in the German Language, 
that will fhortly come out allatonce. Such 
Performances are ufeful: 'Tis to be hoped 
they will be brought in time to fome Degree 
of Perfe&tion. The firft Edition of this 
Work came out in 1692. Mr. Chauvin 
prefents the Publick witha fecond Edition 
corrected and very much enlarged. He ex- 
“soe not only the Terms of Philofophy, 

ut alfo the Things themfelves, even with 
the Help of Figures, when there is occafion 
for them. Nor does he confine himfelf to 
the fevera] Parts of Philofophy, Logick, Me- 
taphyficks, Phyficks, and Morals: He takes 
in alfo Aftronomy, Chymiftry, Anatomy, 
and every thing elfe that bas an Affinity 


with natural Philofophy. The Readers will 
find the Philofophy of the Schools explained 
in this Di&tionary, as well as that of the 
modern Philofophers. The Author enlarges 
more or lefs, according to the Nature of the 
Subje&. Such a Philofophical Repertory 
muft needs be of great Ufe. I think I need 
not give a Specimen of this Work, efpecial- 
4 fince it isa fecond Edition: What I have 

aid is fufficient to fhew the Nature of it. 
I never fpin out an Article to fill up my 
Page, and to fave my Labour ; and IJ have 
fo great a Refpe&t for my Readers, thar, if I 
wanted Matter, I had rather print a Sheet in 
a larger Character, than have recourfe te 


{uch a Shift. 
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COMMENTARIUS in Librum 
Prophetiarum IESAIT® , quo 
Senfus orationis ejus fedulo inve- 
ftigatur ; in veras Viforum inter- 
pretandorum Hypothefes inquiri- 
tur, & ex iifdem facta Interpreta- 
tio antique Hiftorie monumentis 
confirmarur atque illuftratur : cum 
Prolegomenis. Pars prior. In- 
ferte funt Operi Notitix Genti- 
um exterarum , Babyloniorum , 
Philifteorum, Moabitarum, Sy- 
rorum Dama{cenorum, A-gyptio- 
rum, Arabum Cufchxorum, & 
Tyriorum. Cura & ftudio CAM- 
PEGII VITRINGA, Th. & H. 
S. Profefforis. Leovardiz, Excu- 
dit Francifcus Halma , Typogra- 
phusOrdinumFrifiz. MDCCXIV. 


That is, 4 COMMENTARY upon the 
Prophet ISAIAH. The first Part. 
By CAMPEGIUS VITRINGA, 
Profeffor of Divinity and Sacred Hi- 
Story in the Univer/ity of Franeker. 
Leuwarden. MDCCXIV. iz 
Folio. Page. 710. Sold by J. Mo- 
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etjens, and M. C. Le Cene, at 
the Sign of Horace, the Corner of 
Beaufort- Buildings, in the Strand. 


EVERAL Divines undertook to explain 
S the Propher Jfaieh in the XVIth Centue 
ry. Among the Proteftants, Dr. Vitringa 
mentions particularly Zuinglius , Martin Bor- 
rhaus, Occolampadius, Brentius, Pellicanus, and 
Calvin ; and among the Roman Catholicks in 
Portugal and Spain, Jerome Oleafter t, Leo 
Caftrius, Jerome Oforins, Hector Pintus, Francis 
Forerius , and after them , Gafpar Sanétius, 
and Gabriel Alvarez. All thefe Commenta- 
tors , and many others , fays the Author, 
ought to be commended , though their Per- 
formances are not equally valuable. But fe- 
veral Sciences neceffary to underftand the 
Holy Scripture, fuch as critical Learning, 
Hiftory , Chronology, Oc. have been fo 
much cultivated and improved fince thofe 
Interpreters; and they have left fo many 
Things untouched, and explained fo many 
ina wrong Senie, that no Learned Man can 
think a new Commentary upon J/aiah to be 
a needlefs Work. 

In order to explain that Prophet, Dr. Vie 
tringa has undertaken thefe Three Things : 
1. To enquire inte the Grammatical Senfe 
of the Words. 2. To difcover the true 
Subje& of every Prophecy. 3. To com- 
pare the l’rophecies with Hiftory, and to 
fhew by that means how they have been ful- 
filled. 

To begin with the Grammatical Senfe, 
Mr. Vitringa fays it has given him no fmall 
Trouble, not only by reafon of the Diffi- 
culty of the Matter, but chiefly brcaufe the 
Ancient and Modern Interpreters do fre- 
quently differ about it. He adds, that the 
Beauty, Elegance, and Energy of the Style 
of Ifaiah can never be fufficiently admired. 

There is nothing mean and trivial in it ; no. 
thing fuperfluous, and tedious. The DiGi- 
on of that Prophet is manly, nervous, and 
harmonious: it confifts of Words, Phrates, 
éad EF gures well chofen; from whence ({ays 
the Author) it plainly appears that J/aiab was 
divinely infpired. However, Dr, Vitringa 





t The Commentary of Oleafter upon the Proe 
poet Maiah was published after his Leath, 
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does not deny that J/aiah was a Man of an 
excellent Genius, and great Learning; and 
he believes that this Prophet and Ezckiel fur- 
paffed all the other Prophets in that refpect. 
He is of Opinion that no Man, though ne- 
ver fo well skilled in the Hetrew Tongue, 
would have been able to find out the true 
Senfe of ifaiah in the greateft Part of his Pro- 
phecies, had not the ancient Reading of the 
Synagogue been preferved in the Jewish 
Schools by Tradition. Whereupon he cries 
up the Merit of the Maforets, and calls them 
Learned and Judicious Men, The Greek In- 
terpreter, (continues our Author,} who goes 
by the Name of the Septuagint, has horribly 
disfigured the Prophet J/aiah, for want of 
knowing the true Reading of the Synagogue 
of Jentiiem Tis true, as it has been ob- 
ferved by Orhers, that this Interpreter was 
not fo well qualified, as thofe who tranflated 
the other Books of the Old Teftament ; bur, 
fays Dr. Vitringa, had he been never fo learn: 
ed, he could not have fucceeded in many 
Places without the help of the true Reading. 
Here our Author deplores the Fate of the 
ancient Greek Commentators upon Jfaiah, 
fuch as Eufebius, St. Cyril, and Theodoret, who 
having followed that unfaithful Guide, gro- 
pedin the Dark, and inftead of explaining 
the Senfe of the Prophet, explained that of 
his Tranflator in a. great many Paflages. 
How unhappy would thofe Learned Fathers 
have been, fzys Dr. Vitringa, had they not 
had the Ufe of the excellent Tranflations of 
thofe three Famous Interpreters, /guila, 
S)mmachus , and Theedotion %' They con- 
fulted them upon feveral Occafions, but nce 
fo often as thry fhould have done. Dr. /i- 
tringa wonders that fome of our learned mo. 
ern Authors have not a due Efteem for thof 
ancient Verfions. He declares that there is 
no Work in Ecclefiaftical Antiquity, which 
he does more admire , than thofe Tranflaci. 
ons, 2s far as he can judge of them by the 
Fragments that are extant ; and he has a great 
Veneration for thofe very Fragments. Thofe 
Ancient Interpreters , fays he, were very 
learned Men, well acquainted with the read- 
ing of the Synagogue, and endowed with ca 





% An Account of the Tranflatisns of thofe 
three Interpreters may be feen inthe Third Vo- 
jnme of thefe Memoirs, pag 257,88 feq. 
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excellent Judgment. Dr. Mitringa does not 
doubt thac they were all of the Sect of the 
Nazare@ans oc Ebionites. We adds that Origen 
and St. Ferome knew the Merit of thofe 
Tranflations better than any other ancient 
Ecclefiaftical Writer ; and that perhaps Se. 
Jerome, though he had the Help of a few, 
would never have undertaken cto tranflate 
the Old Teftament, if he had been deprived 
of the Afliftance of thofe Three Interpre- 
ters. In fhort, Dr. Vitringa has fo good an 
Opinion of thofe Verfions, that he believes 
none of our modern Tranflations can be 
preferred to them ; and therefore he very 
much laments the Lofs of Origen’s Hexa- 
/a, 

Though the Maforets have fixed the reading 
of the Prophet d/a:ah, yet there are but few 
Places about which all the Commentators 
agree. The Zewifh Interpreters themfelves, 
{uch as Farchi, Aben Exra, Kimchi, and Abare 
banel, notwithitanding their Skill in their 
own Language, do frequently differ in ex- 
plaining the Text of Jfarab. Dr. Vitrings 
tas been very careful co confule them, and 
likewife the Chaldee Paraphrait , whom he 
calls a Learned Man. He has alfo made ule 
of Samuel Laniado , who, like Procopius a- 
mong the Chriftians , has given us an Epi- 
tome * of the beft Jewish Commentators 
upon Jfaiah, entituled, Vas aurenm preftan- 
tifimum. Our Author has particularly ap- 
plied himfelf to ben Ezra, and Kimchi, for 
the Grammatical Senfe ; and he fays he has 
made a greater Progrefs in that Part of his 
Work, than the former Interpreters. The 
Spanifb Commentators above mentioned have 
followed Se. Ferome too clofely in this Re- 
fpe& ; but Dr. Vitrings excepts Forerius and 
Oleafier, who have been more diligent, and 
have taken a greater Liberty. 

Some Commentators, fays the Author, 
underftand all Prophecies of the Meffias and 
his Kingdom. When a Prophecy runs upon 
an illuftrious King, who having overcome 
his Enemies, governs the People of God in 
a State of Peace and Profperity ; thofe Com- 
mentators overlook the Reign of Hezekiah, 
and think only of the Kingdom of the Mefi- 
as. When they obferve that an eminence 
Paophet is introduced fpeaking magnificently 
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of the Gifts, which God has beftowed upon 
him, and of the good Succefs of his Preach- 
ing ; they turn their Eyes from J/aiah, and 
take that Man to be the great Prophet Jefus. 
When they read a Prophecy threatening 7¢- 
rufalem and the Land of Judas witha dread 
ful Calamity ; they are more willing to ur. 
derftand it of the Deftru&tion of Fernfaiem 
and Judea by the Romans than by the Chat- 
deans. When a Prophet mentions the ga- 
thering and return of the Jews ; they donc 
think of the return of that Nation from the 
Captivity of Babylon , but of the Converfion 
of the believing ‘ews by the preaching of 
the Gofpel, and of a more general Convers 
fion, which they expe&. In like manner, 
when a Prophecy concerns Bahylon, Egypt, 
Tyre, &c. they will have it to mean, not 
thofe Nations and States, but the Roman Em- 
pire, or the Kingdom of Satan. Such was 
in general the Method of.che ancient Chri- 
ftians, who went about to explain the Pro- 
phet Jfarah. Origen and Eufebius took fo great 
a Latitude in this way of Commenting up- 
on the Scripture, that they were cenfured 
for it by Se. Ferome himfelf, though he was 
a great Allegorift. Quidigitur faciam ? (fays 
that Father to Amabil:s , as he was going to 
explain the Thirteenth Chapter of J/aabh,) 
fubeamne opus in quo Virt eruditifiim: fudaves 
runt: Origenem lequor G Eufebium Pampbili; 
quorum alter liberis allegoriea [patiis evagatur, 
Om interpretatis nominibus fingulorum, ingenium 
Juum facit Ecclefie facramenta ; alter hiftoricam 
Expofitionem titulo repromittens, interdum oblj- 
vifcitur propofiti, Origenis fata concidir. 
Sc. Ferome is one of thofe ingenious Writers, 
whofe own Words are more acceptable to 
the Readers, than if they were tranflated. 
If he had lived, fays Dr. Witringa, in the 
time of Hefychins Prieft and then Patriarch 
of Ferufalem, he would doubtlefs have given 
the fame Judgment about chat Author's Per- 
formance upon the Prophet Jfaiah ; for that 
Writer , laying afide the hiftorical Senfe, 
difcovers every where , under the Types 
of the Kingdoms of Afjria , Babylon . 
Egypt, and Tyre, the Kingdom of Sa- 
tan, Idolatry, and Vice, which were to be 
deftroyed by the Kingdom of Jefus Chritt. 
We need not wonder at this way of expoun- 
ding Prophecies, faysour Author, fince Or:- 
gen % reckons among the fetled Do@rines 
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(degmata defnita) of the Church, Scriptaras 
fenfum habere non eum folam, qui in manifefia 
eft, fed & alium quendam latentem quam plu- 
rimos, formas enim hac que fcripta fumt, Sacra 
mentorum quorundam, O° divixarum rerum imae 
gincs fe. Ic muft be confetled that Se. Je 
rome diftinguifhes the Literal Senfe of the 
Prophecies trom the Allegorical: bur, fays 
Dr. Vitringa, it had been better for him to 
Jay alide all thofe Allegorical Imaginations ; 
for they are generally loofe, infipid, and far- 
fetched. The Author adds, that they appear 
to him inferior to thafe of Origen ; for Ori- 
gen, tayshe, wasa Man of an excellent Wit, 
and had an extraordinary Sagacity in judging 
of Spiritual Things, and comparing them one 
with another. I am well pleafed with thofe 
Authors, who, whilft they difcover fome 
Imperfections of the Ancient Fathers, take 
care to do them Jullice, and to acknowledge 
their Merit. Dr. Vitringa makes another 
Obfervation upon St. Jerome, viz. that though 
he knew che Importance of the Literal Senfe, 
yet he was more willing to find the Meffias 
in Our Prophet than King Hezekiah, and the 
future State of the FZewifh Nation, than their 
former State ; wherein he has been followed 
by moft Interpreters, both in the middle 
Ages, and in thefe latter Times. 

Dr. Vitringa proceeds to another Sort of 
Commentators, who difapproving the Me- 
thod of thofe Interpreters, whom I have juft 
now mentioned, have laid afide that loofe 
and precarious Way of expounding the Pro- 
phecies, and endeavoured to find out their 
proper, natura!, and Jiteral Senfe. Such are 
among the Proteftants Pedicanus, Calvin, 
Breviius, and Pifcator. The latter has been 
cenfured by fome Divires; but our Author 
fiys he cannot be fufficiently commended 
for his Judgment, Diligence, and Method in 
explaining che Holy Scripture. Among the 
Reman Casbolick Commentators cf this Se- 
cond Clas, he reckons Efius, Sanfius, and 
Tirinus. 

Che Learned Grotiws, (Dr. Vitringa goes on) 
not contented with the Method of thefe laft 
Commentators, took another never ufed be- 
fore him by any Chriftian Interpreter. He 
believed that the Prophets in general, and 
ifaiah in particular, did only prophefy what 
would happen to the Jews and other Nations 
of his Time ; that Z/aiah foretold only the 
irruption Of Scmwacher:d into Judea, the Proe 
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fperity of Hezekiah’s Reign, what would be 
the Succefs of his Miniftry, and what Pu. 
nifhments fhould be inflited upon the Afy. 
rians, Egyptians, Babylonians, Ph:li:fPines, and 
Tyrians. As for the Mefas, or Jcius Chrift, 
and his Kingdom, Grotius found nothing a- 
bout them in the Prophet J/aiah, but in a 
Myftical and Adegorical Senfe. Dr. Vitrings 
believes that Aben Ezra is the only Commen- 
tator before Grotius, who undertook to ex- 
plain the Prophecies after fuch a Method ; 
but he did it, fays our Author, againft the 
general Tradition of the Jews, who prove 
the Coming of the Mefias from the Prophets, 
not only Adcgoricaly, but allo Literazy and 
Hiftorically. 

John Cocceius, a Native of Bremen, who 
underftood the Hebrew Tongue and the gram- 
matical Senfe of the facred Text in Perfeétti- 
on, ran into the contrary Extreme. That 
Divine was full of thefe Notions, wiz That 
the Prophecies contain the Fate of all Ages ; 
that they concern in a particular manner the 
Perfon and Kingdom of Jefus Chrift, and 
defcribe the Beginning, Progrefs, and Events 
of that Kingdom ; that among thofe Events 
one of the inoft confiderable is the Confli@ 
of Jefus Chrift with the rebellious Jews, and 
Herefies, with the Dragon that was to appear 
in the Roman Empire, and with 4ntichrift ; 
and that the glorious Succefs of this Con- 
Hi&t will be attended with a lafting Peace, 
the Kingdom of Chrift, after the Defeat of 
all his Enemies, prevailing all over the 
World. Cocceins being prepoffefled with 
thefe Imaginations, makes it his Bufinefs, 
explaining the Prophecies of the Old Tefi: 
ment, tO enquire into the future State « 
the World and the Church; and becaufe th- 
Titles of many Prophecies, fuch as the(e 
concerning Babylon, Moab, Egypt, Edom, Tyvc, 
did not feem to favour his syfem, he lays 
down for a Foundation, that fuch Names 
in moft of thofe Prophecies ought te be un- 
derftood myftically, and that under thofe 
myftical Names the Prophet foretel!s, not 
alegorically, but literally and hiforzeally, the 
Fate of the ¥<ws who fhould rejeér the Savi- 
our of the World, and of the Pagan and Pa- 
pal Roman Empires, becaufe thole Empires 
are denoted by fuch Namesin the Apocas 
lypfe. In like manner be affirms, that in 
feveral Prophecies of Hofea, the State of the 
Chriftian Church, divided into 7 fferm and 
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Esftern after the time of Theodo/ine, is literal- 
ly defcribed underthe Names of Juda, Jf- 
rael, and Ephraim. And whereas Origen, 
and the other ancient Fathers, acknowledged 
in fuch Cafes a double Sente, wz a literal 
and an aUegorical One, though they preferred 
the latter; Cocceius in moft of chofe Cafes ad- 
mits only a proper and Jiteral Senfe, and be- 
lieves that the Prophets prophetied direly 
and imm:diately concerning the Unbelieving 
Fews and the Romans. 

Such are now the feveral Methods of ex- 
pounding Propheciés. Some follow that of 
Grotius: Ochers approve Cocce‘us's Method ; 
and Orhers take a Medium between both. 

Dr. Vitringa rejects the Method of Grotius, 
as being (fays hz) inconfiftent with the Ho- 
nour and Truth of the Chriftian Religion, 
and with the Authority of Chrift and his A- 
poftles. He adds, that according to this Me- 
thod, ic will be impoffible to convince the 
Jews from the Prophetical Writings, that 
Chrift is the Aftcfias. I fhall not give an Ace 
count of the Reafons alledged by the Author 
againft Grotius: the Readers may eafily guefs 
what he fays upon this Head. I fhall only 
occafionally obferve, that it has been faid of 
Grotius, that he found neither the Pope in the 
New Teftament, nor the Meffias in the Old. The 
firft Part of this Affertion is ur deniable ; buc 
the fecond is not altogether true: Por I re- 
member that he underftands two or three 
Paflages inthe Old Lefltament, of the Meffiias 
in the proper and literal Sente of the Words, 
and not in a my/tical and fudlime Senfe. Dr. 
Vitringa can hardly believe that Grotius and 
Others are in earneft, when they talk of a 
myftical and fublime Senfe relating to Jefus 
Chrift in the Prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment. The Paffage is too Curious, not ro be 
inferted here. Equidem ganicrem, fays he, fi 
id ferio agerent, ut hic faliem ali juid ab iv ob- 
timcvemus. Sed Grotius de fenfu illo fublimiore 
paffim frigide loguitur, O ne tanti quidem facit, 
utcum cum cura aliqua cuponat. Cater Viri 
eruditi baru partium, qui eum recognefcunt, 
fuara de myftico hoe fenfu fimtentiam ita cire 
sumfcribunt, ut tibi plane {ub manu d ffluat ac 
pereat, © dum rem folidam te tenere putabas, 
umbram te captaffe videus. 

Our Author makes alfo feveral Obfervati- 
ons againft the Method ot Cocce/us in explain- 
ing the Prophets cf the Old Teftamenc; nor 
does he approve the Method of thofe, who 
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pretend that the ancient Prophecies concern 
the laft Times of the Chriftian Church. I 
don’t think it neceflary to take notice cf 
what is to be found here againft thoie Hypo. 
theles. 

Dr. Fitringa keeps a Medium between the 
Method of Grotius, and that of Cocce‘us. He 
fays, that when there isa good Reafon for ad- 
mitting a literal Senfe in the Prophecies of 
Ifaiah, he adheres to it, without having ree 
courfe to a myftical Senfe ; and that he is 
no lefs willing to hear that Prophet foretel} 
the Fate of the ancient Nations, chan that of 
thofe of our own Time. He confirms hic 
Explications of Prophecies by Hiftory, and 
hopes he has been more fuccefsful in chis 
Part of his Work, than the former Commene 
tators. If we had a full Hiftory of the 
Nations mentioned by J/aiah, feveral obfcure 
Paffages in his Prophecies would be better 
underftood To conclude this Account of 
Dr. Vitringa’s Preface, 1 fhall make two Ob. 
fervations: 41, That the Author, not con- 
tented to prove his Explications, examines 
and confutes the Opinions of other Interpre- 
ters: 2. That he writes with a Moderation 
becoming a Divine, who has a true Senfe of 
Chriftianity. Nothing can be more edifying 
than his modeft Way of Confuting Grorius 
atid Others, who are ftill living. 


I fhall give an Account of Dr. Hitringa’s 
Prolegomena, and a Specimen of his Commer- 
tary, in the next Memoirs. 





VIL 
LA MECHANIQUE DU FEU, 


ou l’Are d’en augmenter les effets, 
& den diminue la dépenfe. Con- 
tenant le Trairé de nouveiles Che- 
minées, qui cchauffent plus que 
les Cheminées ordinaires, & qui 
ne font point fujettes a fumer, &c. 
Par Mr.G*** A Amfterdam, 
chez Henry Schelre MDCCXIY. 


That 1s, THE MECHANISM OF 
FIRE, or the Art of makin: 
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eff.ctual, and cheaper: Being a Trea- 
tife of New Chimneys, which give a 
greater Heat than Common Chimneys, 
and never Smoak, &c. Amfterdam. 
MDCCKXIV. in 8vo. Pagg. 267. 
Befides Twelve Copper-Plates at the 
End of the Volume. Sold by J. Leva 
in the Strand. 


TH {S Book is lately come out at Pars, 
and has been already Reprinted in Hol- 
land. Mr. Gaujer, the Author of it, under- 


takes to make People more eafy, than they 


are in a cold Winter. It cannot be denied 
that Chimneys, generally fpeaking, do not 
fully anfwer the Defiga for which they are 
made. Not to mention thofe that Smoak, 
moft of them do not caft a fufficient Heat 
in cold Weather, efpecially when there are 
many Perfons iaa Room. The Inhabitants 
of the Northern Countries cry up their Stoves, 
and complain, when they come into France, 
that in a great Froft one half of their Bodies 
is almoft frozen up, whilft the other is warm. 
Our Author propofes a plain and eafy Way 
of Building Chimneys free from the Imper- 
fe@tions, with which they are commonly 
attended. ‘ An Iron or Copper-Plate (/ays 
** be) bent, and difpofed in fuch a manner, 
‘* as to have nothing in it that can be unac- 
ceptable to the Sight ; an empty place be- 
hind it, divided by fome fmall Tongues, 
which form many Spaces that have a 
Communication one with another ; a lit- 
“* tle Trap-door in the Middle of the Hearth, 
“* another at the Top of the Funnel, and for 
fome Chimneys a Chapiter above it, make 
the whole Conftru&ion and Contrivance 
of thofe Chimneys. Can any thing be 
more fimple and more eafy to execute ? 
As for the Conveniences arifing from that 
Invention, the Author defcribes them in the 
following Words. ‘ To light a Fire quick- 
“ly ; to make it always blaze, without the 
“ help of Bellows; to heat a large Room, 
“ and even two, with a little Fire; to be 
“* warm all over, though the Cold be never 
“* fo violent, without burning one’s Shins ; 
* to breath at all Times a frefh Air, and to 
“ fuch a degree of Heat as one defires; to 
“* have a Room conftanily free from Smoak, 
** and Moiftnefs; to put out in a Moment, 
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and without any Help, a Fire ia the Fun- 
nel of a Chimney ; all this is but part of 
“the Effeéts and Properties of thofeEngines. 
“ Can any thing be more convenient, ufeful, 
“ and neceffary " ? 

Mr. Gaujer gives Mathematical Demon. 
ftrations, and Vhilofophical Reafons of al] 
thofe Effe&ts; to which he adds an Expe. 
rience of feveral Years. ‘‘ Ever fince I made 
“ufe of thofe Chimneys, fays be, the Cer- 
tainty of chofe Effe&ts has been confirmed 
every Year. I have not been troubled 
with Smoak in a Room, that was always 
{moaky, as foan as the Fire was lighted. 
I have always breathed, even in the grear- 
eft Froft, a frefh Air, like that of the 
Spring. In the Year 1709, the Water 
that froze everywhere elfe pretty near the 
Fire, did not freeze in my Clofet, though 
the Fire had been put out before Twelve 
of the Clock at Night ; and in the Day 
every Thing that was brought into it, did 
“thaw ; and I could never perceive any 
“* Moiftnefs in it, even during the longe{t 
“ Thaw”. 

The Author has divided his Treatife in- 
to Three Books. In the Firft, he thews 
how thofe Chimneys ought to be difpofed, 
and gives an Account of their Properties 
with refpe& to Heat, and of the Conveni- 
ences and Advantages arifing from them. Ina 
a word, he explains all the Effe&ts of fuch 
Chimneys. 

In the Second Book, Mr. Gaujer fhews 
why and by what means the Difpofition of 
thofe Chimneys prevents the Smoak , the 
Caufes and Effects whereof are here ex- 
plained. 

In the Third, which runs wholly upon 
the prattical Part, the Author gives diffe. 
rent Conftruftions of thofe new Chimneys ; 
which he does in fuch a plain and intelligi- 
ble manner, that the Workmen may ealily 
apprehend and execute what he propofes. 
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The Defcription of thofe new Chimneys 
is too long to be inferted here. This Trea- 
tife has been reprinted in Holand; and there- 
fore may eafily be had. There are in it fe- 


veral Obfervations relating to natural Philo- 
fophy. 
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LONDON. 


R. Chamberlayn: , who by his exquifite 
Skill in many and very dfferent Lan- 
guages, and by his great and diftufive Cor- 
refpondence throvghout the World, is ex- 
ceedingly well qualified for fuch an Under- 
taking, is going to publifh a larger and a 
more accurate Catalogue of Verfions of the 
Lord’s Prayer in different Tongues, than has 
yctappeared. hofe that had been colleé- 
ed by Learned Men formerly , are generally 
fo defe&tive in the Orthography, that the 
great Ufe which is to be made of Colle&ions 
of this Nature, is in a great meafure loft. 
The Affinity of one Idiom with another can 
only be certainly known by the Words, as 
they appear in any Specimen. And when 
Words are ill fpelled ; when two different 
Words are joined, asif they were but one, 
or one Word is {plic into two or more Parts, 
it is not poflible to make a Judgment. Thefe 
Defeats will be carefully mended ; the par- 
ticular Chara&ters of every Nation will be 
expreffled ; and the Words put afterwards 
according to the true Poteffas, as near as can 
be known, in the Roman Letter ; and Dif- 
fertations proper to the Subje&, written by 
Learned Men particularly verfed in Difqui- 
fitions of this Nature, will be prefixed co 
the whole. 


A GENTLEMAN of great Abilities des 
figns to publifh an hiftorical Account of the 
Laws, that have been made again& Theft. 
His Work is in great Forwardnels: He has 
slready furveyed the Laws of Great Britain, 
Ireland, France, the greateft Part of Germany, 
Italy, Spain, and meny other Countries. 
The ancient Jewish, Egyptian , Perfian, Scy- 
thian, Greck, Roman, ang orner Conftitutions 
of Heathen Nations have been carefuily 
confulted by the Author, and likewife the 
Laws collected by Lindenbrogius, Goldafus, 
gre. He has examined the Opinions of the 
beft Civilians, Canonifts , Ancient and Mc- 
dern Divines, Schoolmen, and Cafuilts , 
without neglecting the Accounts of teveral 
Travellers, and Merchants. What he wants 
therefore to peifsSt his Work, concerns oniy 


the Punifhment of Theft in fome Countries 
and Diftri&s, that have efcaped his Obier- 
vation. He has not feen the Laws of thie 
Old Rheti, Helvetii, Boemi, Wefphali, Born, 
Oftromanni, Normanni, Occitani, nor thote 
of Hoel Dhs the Welfh Prince. He wants 
alfo to confult the Leges antique Danice, 
Norvagice Jo. Pet. Refenii; the Wefro-Gothie 
c@ Rudbeckii; the Jus Suconnm Vetus S$ fone 
kookeis 3 the Jus Iandicum Arngrim: ‘Jone > 
the Jus Ludecenf: cum Merii Notu ; the Jus 
Ducatus Prufie printed in 16293; the Jus 
Hamburgenfe, Holfaticum; the prefent Laws 
of Denmark; Nerway, Finland, Livonia, Lap- 
land, Pomerania, Dantzick, Lithuania, Swi/} 
Cantons , Geneva, Grifons, Saucy, and Pied= 
mont. 

If any Gentleman will be pleafed to fup- 
ply the Author with fuch Books as he wanrs, 
or with any Papers and Inftructions relating 
to his Subje@, fuch a Favour will be thank. 
fully acknowledged by him. The Packets 
may’ be direGted to Mr. Chamberlayne. 

If the Learned can alfo fupply the Author 
of the Proje,prefixed to thefe Memoirs, with 
any thing that may be ferviceable to his De- 
fign of collecting the Laws, that have been 
made again{t Immorality and Profanenc{s; he 
will take it as a particular Favour, and ex- 
prefs his Acknowledgement for it. Thoit 
Gentlemen may alfo direct theic Packets to 
Mr. Chamberlayne. 


BERLIN. 


R. Lenfant, who has lately publiflied 

the Hiftory of the Council of Cox. 
fiance, is writing the Hiftory of the Council 
of Bafil. 


BEIT SiC &. 


A Ndree Juli: Dornraeieri, Gymnafit Friderio 

cian: , quod Berol ni of, fupremsi Coli za 
Luthcrani , Philologia Biblica, Lipfie 1713, 
in 8vo. 

The Author of this Book takes the Words 
Philolegia Biélica in a large Senfe, for every 
thing that may be of ule co re 
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Holy Scripture. He treats of the Writers 
of Sacred Philology ; of Greek and Hebrew 
Grammars 3 of Lexicons and Concordances ; of 
all the Languages neceflary to underftand 
the Holy Writings ; of t € Stile of the 
Scripture, Gc.; of Tranflations and Para- 
phrafes ; of the Ufe of Geography , Chro- 
nology, Hiftory , Antiquities, Aftronomy, 
and many other Sciences. The Author has 
inferted a Chapter concerning the Devil's 
Philfophy, and defigns to publith a whole 
Book upon that Subje&. Young Students 
of Divinity may reap fome Benefit from 
this Work, which confifts of Fourteen 
Sheets. 


EL2RIP £IC &.’' 


Ay wraeort Profeffor in the Univerficy 
of Hal, defigns to publifh « General 
Hiftery of Germany. He will fhortly fend to 
the Preis at Lespjick the firft Part, divided in- 
to Eight Books, 

The Hiftory of Lutheranifm, written by 
the Baron de Seckendorf , has been tranflated 
into the German Language, difpofed in a 
better Order, and very much enlarged by 
Mr. Frick, a Minifter of Ubn. That Tran- 
{lation is a€tually in the Preis in this City. 

Several Dictionaries in the German Lan- 
guage are to be publifhed here. 4. A Didti- 
onary of Fewifh, Greek, Roman, and Chrifii- 
an Antiquities, by the Learned Dr. Fabrici. 
ws Of Hamburg. 2. A Mathematical Dittio- 
nary, by Mr. Chrifiian Wolftus : It will con- 
tain not only an Explication of all Mathema- 
tical Terms, with feveral Figures , but alfo 
an hiftorical Account of the new Difcove- 
ries, that have been made in Mathematicks. 
Befides, the Author refers the Readers all 
along to the Originals. 3. An Oeconomi- 
cal Diftionary. 4. A Dittionary containing 
an Abridgment of the Lives of Learned 
Men, with fhort References to the original 
Authors, and a Preface of Dr. Menckenius. 
s. An Oratorial, Epiftolical, and Poetical 
Diftionary, by Mr. Hunold, who affumes the 
Fictitious Name of Menantes. 
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LEIPSICK. 


R. Olearius, to whom the Publick is 

| indebted for an excellent Edition of 

the Philofrati, has publifhed many Obferva.- 
tions upon St. Matthew's Gofpel. 

Gottfridi Olearii, S. Theol. in Acad. Lipfienfi 
Profefforis, Obfervationes Sacre ad Evangelium 
Matthei. Lipfie. 1713. in 40. 

The Author does o¢cafionally explain fe- 
veral Paflages, not only in the other Evan. 
gelifts and in the Epiftles, bue alfo in the 
Pentateuch and the Prophets. Here follows 
one of his Obfervations upon St. Matthew, 
1V.5,8. Hedenies thaec Chrift was tran. 
{ported through the Air by the Devil toa 
Pinnacle of the Temple, and then into an 
high Mountain. The Word zegiaa€er (fays 
he), or the Word 132} in St. Lake, has no 
fuch Signification. It fignifies only that the 
Devil took Chrift along with him, and 
brought him to thofe two Places. Thus we 
read that Chrift zxytaaCev rv Méteoy © Ide 
xaCov 4 lodvynv, xj avegepey otis els C955 
aflumpfit eos , 4. e. adjunxit comites , & in 
montem excelfum deduxit. 4nd after fix 
Days, Fefus taketh Peter, James, and John 
his Brother, and bringeth them up into an high 
Mountain a part. Mate. XVIL. 1. See alfo 
Mark 1X. 2.Luke IX. 28. 

Mr. Olearins defigns to write an Hiffory of 


the allegorical Senfe out of Profane and Sacred 
Authors. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


r I YHESE Memoirs may be had 


of the Bookfellers of London 
and Weftminfter, 


They are alfo to be had of Mrs, 
Dodd and Mrs. Bolter near Temple- 
Bar; of Mrs. Bond, and Mrs. Bol- 
ter at Charing-crofs ; and at Mr, 
Dawfon’s in Hunt’s-Court, in St. Mars 
tin’s Lane, near the Church, 





HESE Memoirs will conftantly come out the Firft Monday 


of every Month. 
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